REVIEWS OF “A CADGER’S CURSE” 
by Diane Gilbert Madsen - Midnight Ink - Nov 2009

“Madsen's promising debut, the first in a new cozy series set in Chicago, introduces DD McGil, a 38-year-old freelance insurance investigator and former English professor who's a whiz at breaking and entering. Well-drawn characters and a suspenseful plot will leave readers looking forward to the next installment.” –Publishers Weekly  9/28/09

“Madsen’s debut introduces enough mystery, enjoyable characters and literary tidbits (DD’s a former English prof) to attract a wide audience for her planned series.”—Kirkus Reviews 10/6/09

“Corporate treachery, a tinge of romance, dead bodies and an eccentric Scottish aunt weave a murderous plot in A Cadger’s Curse. A most enjoyable read. The author created a solid character in DD McGil, a retired English professor turned insurance investigator, and uses statistical data to back up DD’s crime-solving abilities. Aunt Elizabeth is a Scottish hoot who puts family loyalty to the test. I look forward to the next in the D.D. McGil Literari Mystery Series.” - Pop Syndicate 12/03/2009

“Midnight Ink has another winner with Diane Madsen’s A Cadger’s Curse, the first in a new series featuring DD McGil, a refugee from academia now employed as a freelance insurance investigator in Chicago.  Madsen has created an engaging heroine who should blossom fully in future DD McGil Literati mysteries.  Literature lovers will look forward to future chpters in DD’s life.”   Mystery Scene Magazine, Holiday Issue, #112 - 12/2009

“DD McGil, a sassy insurance investigator with a penchant for literature, statistics and anything Scottish, is the signature character in A Cadger’s Curse, the first in Madsen’s unique series of whodunits – the DD McGil Literati Mysteries.” The Island Reporter, St. Peteersburg, FL, Jackie Minniti,, February, 2010.

“A Cadger’s Curse” is the first in a new series that starts out with a bang.  It has something just about every kind of mystery reader will enjoy.  Fans of Chicago, Robert Burns, Scotland, wall-to-wall action, wonderfully flawed heroines and sly humor will find something to like in this book.”  Cozy Library.com (Diana) 11/29/09
“DD and Auntie Elizabeth head a cast of well-drawn characters involved in a fast-paced mystery that I recommend wholeheartedly. Welcome to my world, Diane and DD!” Meritorious Mysteries-11/12/09.

“Once I started, I couldn't put the book down. The Robert Burns and other Scottish tie-ins were interesting and gave the story line a unique perspective. I'm looking forward to the next book in the series featuring DD and an Ernest Hemingway mystery.” Amazon Books 5-Star Review 11/8/09

“This debut series will appeal to readers who prefer their mysteries soft-boiled and seasoned with a dash of literary sleuthing.” Library Journal  9/1/09 

“The first in a projected series, The Cadger’s Curse nicely combines a soft-boiled mystery with a touch of literati and Scottish heritage, making an interesting blend for many to enjoy. This is a good start to what could be a series with an interesting twist and a new type of detective: a literary soft-boiled detective.” Mystery Reader.com 12/2009
“With her Literati Mystery series, author Diane Gilbert Madsen combines a thrilling mystery with a history lesson on famous authors.  In her debut novel, A Cadger’s Curse: A DD McGil Literati Mystery (Midnight Ink Books) author Diane Gilbert Madsen treats her readers to a mystery surrounding Scottish poet Robert Burns.”  Fresh Fiction.com – Sharon’s Cozy Corner, Sharon Galligar Chance – Nov 9, 2009
